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has been found in the city centre, with its narrow, winding streets, for a picturesque native vegetable market. The former loudly praised model farm, which the Negus maintained beyond the walls of the one-time capital, with their seven age-old gates, was not of much practical value, as it supplied the needs only of his own household.
The Italian Government has now provided a large experimental farm, with fields of corn, cotton, potatoes, and vegetables, and has built a Mussulman college, which one day will be as important an institution as that in Cairo. The Government is also taking a practical interest in the building of new hotels as well as in the small residential settlement which the Director of the Bank of Rome in Harar has built for his employees. Shortly, a large, new Fascist Headquarters is to be built, as the huge, evergrowing membership makes necessary the addition of extra offices and reception-rooms.
Massaua and Asmara, the two well-known and most frequently named cities in Old Eritrea, are actually only separated by a distance of seventy-five miles. However, the difference in altitude, which is as much as 8000 feet, gives them totally different characters. The Port of Massaua on the Red Sea has the hottest climate in the world. Despite that, this extremely important place in the development of Italian East Africa has grown rapidly in the last two years, and there are many Italian residents, who here find remunerative employment in the shipping and transport world and allied occupations. When they want to make the best of a short holiday, they depart for a couple of days for Asmara, visit the cinemas, dance halls, and smart restaurants, stay in one of the new hotels, inspect the new villa quarter (which is built in ultra-modern style), make purchases, and then return to Massaua along the wide, much-used auto-road, leaving behind them the flowers and spring air.
The journey by water from Massaua to Mogadiscio on the Indian Ocean occupies nine days and is not a very enjoyable experience. On the other hand, it is by no means so tiring as the journey by land, and for that reason it is more